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illustrated. 1826. Excerpt: . . . IV. The law, by promising a better covenant in which the forgiveness of sin was to
be proclaimed, and the knowledge of God enlarged, made known its own imperfection, and disposed righteous
men to the accepting of the Christian doctrine, as the completion of the covenant of mercy and justification, the
revelation of the mystery or hidden wisdom of God. It was this which made the world of the godly long for
Christ, as having commission to open the Kpwrov airo Tcov alwvtov3, the hidden mystery of justification by
faith and repentance. For the law called for exact obedience, but ministered no grace but that of fear, which
was not enough to the performance or the engagement of exact obedience. All, therefore, were here convinced
of sin; but by this covenant they had no hopes, and therefore were to expect relief from another and a better:
according to that saying of St. Paul, the Scripture concludes all under sin (that is, declares all the world to be
sinners), that the promise by the faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. This St. Bernard
expresses in these words: 1 Deus nobis hoc fecit ut nostram imperfectionem ostenderet, et Christi avidiores nos
faceret. Our imperfection was sufficiently manifest by the severity of the first covenant, that the world might
long for salvation by Jesus Christ4. V. Our Lord himself asserted that the Jewish law was to instruct its subjects
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