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Hearing Before the Committee on Resources, House of Representatives, One Hundred Fourth Congress, Second
Session April 24, 1996 Washington, DC The Committee met, pursuant to call, at 1:35 p.m., in room 1324,
Longworth House Office Building, Washington, D.C., Hon. Don Young (Chairman of the Committee) presiding.
Statement of Hon. Don Young, A U.S. Representative From Alaska; And Chairman, Committee On Resources Mr.
Young. The meeting will come to order. The committee meets this afternoon to review and discuss the Interior
Department s fiscal year 1997 budget with Secretary Babbitt. It is good to have him here. | know that members
of both sides will want to discuss many matters related to programs and activities of the Department. For that
reason, | will be brief. |1 will make everybody on this committee happy, including the Secretary. The
administration and the Republicans on this committee have some significant differences over how many of the
Department s programs should be funded. However, many of our recommendations to the appropriations
House Budget Committee in fiscal year 1997 will be significant increases over the current fiscal year 1996
conference report. For example, we have recommended a 2.5 percent increase for operations and maintenance
of the National Park Service; a $15 million increase in funding for the Endangered Species Act; a $2 million
increase in funding for the Endangered Species Conservation Fund; $2.25 million increase in funding for the
North American Wetlands Conservation Fund; a $6 million increase in the Everglades Restoration Plan; a $14
million increase for the Refuse Lands Acquisition Program. These increases will be considered in context with
the budget constraints we...
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