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Western Front. Only one of the five came home unscathed although he crash-landed his aircraft behind enemy
lines and only made it back through his audacity and brute strength. Another, an intellectual priest, was left for
dead at Delville Wood, and his brother was wounded on Messines Ridge. The remaining two suffered from
debilitating tropical illnesses. Hazard and hardship lingered on in the form of Spanish influenza, mining strikes
and the Great Depression. The war cast a long shadow. Between them, these consciously literate men left
substantial documentary legacies. Using extracts of their letters from the front, the story...
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