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in the system; but they can present no accurate or
comprehensive idea of their proportional distances or
magnitudes; and! the balls which represent the sun and planets
(':;5 DOWNLOAD PDF being so small, and placed so near each other, have a tendency
to produce erroneous conceptions. The comparative distances
and the comparative magnitudes can only be separately
exhibited on a small scale. The following is a simple method by
which we have frequently exhibited the proportional distances of
the planets. Provide a small square rod about eight feet long, at
one end of which place a ball, or other object, to represent the
sun. At two inches from the sun s ball, place a ball to represent
Mercury; at three inches and a half, Venus; at five inches, the
earth; at seven inches and a half, Mars; at thirteen inches, Ceres,
Pallas, Juno, Vesta, almost close...
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