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University Carbondale; July, 1913, Catalog Number 1912-1913; Announcements for 1913 1914; Published
Quarterly by the University, January, April, July, October An act of the General Assembly of the State of Illinois,
approved April 20, 1869, provided for the establishment of this Normal School. By this act it was ordered that
five trustees should be appointed by the Governor of the State, who should fix the location, erect the building,
and employ teachers for the school. The trustees located the school in the town of Carbondale, on a lot of
twenty acres, three-fourths of a mile south of the station of the Illinois Central Railroad. The cornerstone was
laid on the 17th day of May, 1870, with impressive ceremonies, by the Masonic fraternity. The building was
finished in time to be dedicated July 1, 1874; the first faculty commenced the work of instruction in the new
building July 2, 1874, at which time a summer session of four weeks was opened, with fifty-three pupils
attending. On the sixth day of September, 1874, the regular work of the Normal University commenced. On the
afternoon of November 26, 1883, at 3 o clock, this beautiful building was discovered to be on fire, and before 5 o
clock p.m., despite the efforts of the faculty, students, and citizens of Carbondale, the entire building was in
ruins. By the heroic labors of students, teachers and citizens, the library was saved, and most of the furniture;
also the physical and chemical apparatus. All the material in the museum was lost. The citizens kindly offered
the use of rooms in some of the business blocks,...
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