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Provincial University. - The fortunes of the University have been very intimately associated with the life of the
Province of Ontario from its earliest days. The first Governor, John Graves Simcoe, inaugurated the proposal
that a college or university should be erected, and his recommendation was supported by the Legislative
Council and House of Assembly with a magnificent grant of land for which sanction was given by the Crown in
1798, but his real purpose was not to be realized in his own time nor indeed except through years of wearisome
and precarious struggle. At last, however, the Provincial University became firmly established in Toronto, and it
must always remain the peculiar creation and property of the people of this Province, who are bound to
provide for their youth such education as will continue to be worthy of their progress in intelligence and wealth.
Federation. - The character and destiny of the University have been further established by the undertaking to
maintain the State University in efficiency given to Victoria and Trinity Universities at the time of their
federation with the University of Toronto. This unique organization has created for this University a distinctive
character. Federation came gradually, and its results have been gradually stabilised. It brought unification of
collegiate and professional interests and has not only prevented costly duplication, but also a variety of ideals
in higher education. To-day the degrees of the University of Toronto are recognized as comparing favourably
with the best on this continent, and three colleges,...
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